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'modification' that certainly took place at prime creation." Those 
sentences will give the reader an idea of his main contention, and of 
his style, which is like ecclesiastical Latin — of which it would seem that 
the author had read more than of English. He "considers and con- 
futes" all the heretical theories ; explains the kenosis, atonement, and 
"session." The subjects of the three essays are, the essential nature of 
sin, spirit and matter ("matter simply a catena of phenomena"), and 
the primary criterion of truth ("we can and do know truth ; not abso- 
lutely, but relatively ; for both our intellectual prime data and the testi- 
monies of our senses are, and must be, valid "). — George B. Foster. 

Die heilige Schrift vom Standpunkte der dsthetischen Theologie 
gewurdigt durch Otto Eggeling. (Braunschweig : G. A. Schwetschke 
& Sohn, 1895 ; pp. 64.) This may be called an elaborate oration. It 
has five divisions: (1) "The Language of Faith;" (2) "Miracles;" 
(3) "Poetry in the Old Testament;" (4) "The Most Beautiful Thing in 
Rome;" and (5) "More of Heaven." At first the reader finds but 
little connection between these various subjects, and the author does 
not exhibit a connection. But on consideration the reader discovers 
it. The author wastes no time in introductions or transitions or 
explications, and the reader finds himself, at the very beginning, 
plunged into a rushing and swirling stream of eloquence, and borne 
forward through a bewildering and yet entrancing succession of scenes, 
now graceful, now grand, and now awful. So rich is the style, and so 
abundant are the literary and artistic allusions and illustrations, that 
the reader almost forgets the system of thought. But unique and 
felicitous as is the form of the discussion, the matter is far more 
worthy of attention. The author is ready to accept all that negative 
criticism can ever say about the Scriptures and the miraculous, and 
purposes to lift us into a lofty atmosphere where we shall see for our- 
selves that the Scriptures are the very word of God, not only in their 
contents, but in the manifold and various methods of expression which 
they contain, and where the miraculous is ever about us. Sometimes 
the reader actually ascends with him, and forgets that he lives in a 
world of time and space. He has given valuable aid to a large class 
of doubters. The arrangement of his materials is appropriate : he 
deals first with our greatest theoretical difficulties, and then calls us, by 
a method of his own, into a region of rich devotional thought and 
sentiment. The most beautiful thing amidst all the artistic treasures 
of Rome is the cross. Protestantism has given to the world far more 
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of heaven than it possessed before the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century. — Franklin Johnson. 

The Growing Revelation. By Amory H. Bradford. (New York : 
The Macmillan Company, 1897 ; pp. 254 ; $1.50.) These sermons 
were preached by the Montclair pastor, first in his own pulpit and then 
in various churches in England. They are warm, vital, intensely mod- 
ern, and constitute an excellent example of " the theology that can be 
preached." Revelation, to Dr. Bradford, is by no means confined to 
the Scriptures, still less is it voiced in historic creeds ; it appears to be 
nearly coincident with " the spiritual development of the world." The 
texts chosen are often simply " mottoes," and the last sermon has no 
text. Perhaps a friendly critic might point out a source of weakness 
here — as when the preacher, discoursing frem the text, " Stand fast 
in the faith," says : " Without seeking to analyze what Paul here meant 
by ' the faith,' observe certain truths," etc. Again, he enlarges on the 
idea that Christ is " the desire of all nations," as if unconscious of any 
mistranslation. 

But the sermons are admirable in their charity, catholicity, and 
sympathy with the life of today. They deal with many deep problems 
on which they do not hesitate to avow a Christian agnosticism. " How 
long will God allow the processes of retribution to go on ? This mys- 
tery also is in the Father's hands." " Concerning the relation of the 
death of Christ to the deity and the moral order, speculation has been 
common and useless." Intent on practical ends, the writer refuses to 
lose himself in the abstract. The " modern " quality of the sermons 
is seen in the constant reference to the results of comparative religion, 
and to the amelioration of the social order. Their progressive charac- 
ter comes out thus : " Religion can no more be expressed in the 
terms of the Westminster confession than astronomy in Ptolemaic lan- 
guage." To the traditionalist such a volume will seem nebulous for 
want of definition ; to men who are seeking to hold the truth, while 
admitting constant change in its formulation, this book will bring help. 
— W. H. P. Faunce. 

We have received from the publishers, Richard Miihlmann's Verlag 
(Max Grosse), Halle, a. S., the third edition of Christblumen, eine 
Sammlung von Ansprachen zu den Christvespern gehalten in der St. 
Laurentius-Kirche von D. H. Hoffmann, 1897 ; 79 pp., i6mo ; bound, 
M. 1.20. The author is a well-known minister in the university town 
of Halle, who, though aged, is still praising his Master and working in 



